ST. MARGARET FOUNDATION
PULSE PROGRAM OPERATING POLICIES
1. Effective Date:  These PULSE Program Operating Policies are effective as of February 1, 2008 and shall remain in effect until modified in writing by the St. Margaret Foundation.
2. Purpose:  The purpose of these Pittsburgh United for Life-Saving Emergencies (PULSE) Program Operating Policies is to document the scope of equipment and program support to be offered recipients of automated external defibrillator (AED) equipment and AED program support donated by the St. Margaret Foundation.  These policies supersede and replace all prior policies, including the previously distributed document entitled “PULSE AED Policies and Procedures.”
3. Policies:  The following policies governs the donation of AED equipment and AED program support to qualified donees.
3.1.  Donee Qualifications:  To qualify to receive equipment and AED program support described in this policy, prospective donees must:
3.1.1. Be located within the PULSE program service area defined as Allegheny County and select surrounding communities in western Pennsylvania;
3.1.2. Complete and submit a PULSE Program Application on forms provided by the St. Margaret Foundation;

3.1.3. If offered a donation, enter into a St. Margaret Foundation AED Program Agreement between the St. Margaret Foundation and donee;

3.1.4. Assume full responsibility for the creation, implementation and operation of donee’s AED program; 

3.1.5. Agree to store each donated AED in an alarmed, wall-mounted cabinet placed in a visible, appropriately positioned, and easily accessible location within Donee’s AED program site;

3.1.6. Agree to notify the Foundation in writing within thirty (30) days of moving a donated AED to a new location or removing a donated AED from service;

3.1.7. Agree to maintain each donated AED in the manner recommended in the AED Owner’s Manual supplied by the manufacturer; 

3.1.8. Agree to report all AED uses within 24 hours or as soon as practicable after an event on a form provided by the Foundation, subject, however, to compliance with applicable privacy laws; and 

3.1.9. Agree to comply with applicable laws and regulations governing the placement and use of AEDs in public settings.
3.2.  PULSE AED Donee Selection:  The St. Margaret Foundation reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to select those qualifying organizations who will receive donated AED equipment and AED program support.
3.3.  Equipment:  PULSE may donate the following equipment to qualified and selected donees:
3.3.1. One or more automated external defibrillators;

3.3.2. One set of adult electrodes and, optionally, one set of pediatric electrodes for each donated AED;

3.3.3. One set of electrodes to replace a previously donated set of electrodes that have expired or are within 90 days of expiring;

3.3.4. One installed battery for each donated AED;

3.3.5. One AED battery to replace a previously donated AED battery when AED audible or visual indicators advise that replacement is recommended or required;

3.3.6. One carrying case for each donated AED; and

3.3.7. One ready kit for each donated AED.

3.4.  AED Program Support:  PULSE, in its discretion, may provide the following AED program support to qualified and selected donees:

3.4.1. Documented evidence of a prescription authorizing the donation of AEDs by the St. Margaret Foundation;
3.4.2. The informational document entitled “Guide to Setting Up and Operating Your AED Program;”
3.4.3. General guidance about the proper placement location for each donated AED;

3.4.4. General guidance about how to set up and operate an AED program;

3.4.5. Referrals to at least three local qualified AED/CPR trainers (individuals and/or organizations) from whom donees may acquire training services;
3.4.6. Upon request of a donee, referrals to one or more physicians from whom donees may acquire AED program medical direction services;

3.4.7. Referrals to authorized AED equipment repair/service providers to be utilized in the event AED maintenance or service is required; and
3.4.8. Post-event AED data collection for PULSE quality assurance purposes.
3.5.  PULSE Program Support Limitations: PULSE AED program support activities are limited to those described in section 3.4.  While PULSE may offer informational materials, general guidance and referrals, neither the St. Margaret Foundation nor PULSE are to directly provide AED program management services or otherwise assume operational responsibility for any aspect a donee’s AED program.
3.6.  PULSE Program Termination:  The St. Margaret Foundation reserves the right and option to terminate the PULSE program at any time and for any reason upon thirty (30) days written notice to donees,.
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